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may see at a police station is the differ-

ences in trainings.

While both are working dogs, com-
fort dogs come in to train with a specific
unit, facility, or department, and are used
during very stressful and traumatic in-

stances.

Therapy dogs like Gwen, perform a
variety of different services, like coming
to colleges during finals, nursing homes
to visit patients, hospitals, hospice situa-
tions, and Bright Spot service dogs even
went out to Boston after the Marathon

Bombing.
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Desroches said.

There is no specific kind of breed that

can become a therapy dog, as it all de-

pends on the dog and their disposition.

“She brings all comfort and smiles.
She’s so good about knowing what they
want and that this makes them happy,”
said Desroches about Gwen.

“This was a way that I could reach out

to people and help them,” Desroches said.
“When I learned what a therapy dog is, I
know that that was what Gwen was.”

You can find Gwen one more time at
the South Hadley Public Library for a
Read to a Dog Program for the year of

2024 on Wednesday, Dec. 18 at 4 p.m.

Desroches went to a nursing home to

visit a woman with Alz-
heimer’s disease, and
she hadn’t spoken in a
long time, but when she
met Gwen, she pet her
and said “pretty puppy’.
It’s moments like these
that truly make this job
rewarding.

“The way I like shar-
ing with all our teams, is
that if Gwen was a ser-
vice dog, she’d be for
my medical needs. But
as a therapy dog, she’s
there for everyone. And
where a service dog
can go anywhere, Gwen
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“Bob” (Robert E.) Resnick
Died Nov. 13, 2024
Beers & Story South Hadley Funeral Home

“Bob” (Robert E.) Resnick

SOUTH HADLEY— “Bob” (Robert E.) Res-
nick, 75, passed away peacefully at home on Nov.
13, 2024, surrounded by his loving family. Born in
Springfield, MA, he was the son of Jack and Evelyn
(Sinel) Resnick. Robert owned and operated Res-
nick Courier Service for many years. Bob enjoyed
collecting antique paintings with his brother Bill.
He was an avid drum player, even building his own
drums’ unfinished shells. He also enjoyed putter-
ing in his workshop with his brother Bill, the two
of whom were inseparable their entire lives. Bob
could often be seen handing out treats to passing
dogs in the Alvord Place neighborhood where he
lived. Robert’s memory will remain forever in the
hearts of his twin brother, “Bill” Resnick of South
Hadley, and his sister, Maggie Resnick, of El Cerri-
to, CA. Beers & Story South Hadley Funeral Home
has been entrusted with the arrangements. Please
send any condolences c/o Beers and Story Funeral
Home, 646 Newton St., South Hadley, 01075. For
those wishing, donations may be made in his memo-
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OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications

offers two types of
obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice listing
the name of deceased,
date of death and
funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid
Obituary, costing
$225, which allows
families to publish
extended death notice
information of their
own choice and may
include a photograph.
Death Notices &
Paid Obituaries
should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.
Exceptions will be made

only when the family
provides a death certificate

needs to be invited” ry to the American Heart Association. and must be pre-paid.
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